
Presentation Examinations Diagnosis Referral and discharge

No

SDEC Low Risk Cardiac Chest Pain
Pathway

Normal

Further Information

NICE Recent Onset Chest Pain of Suspected
Cardiac Origin

NICE Acute Coronary Syndromes

Acute & General Medicine - Version 2.0 July 2023

Chest pain - Presentation of Chest Pain
in an Acute Setting

Continuing chest pain

Pain resolved

No
Is pain

ischaemic in
nature?

Not immediately suitable for SDEC - follow
low-risk cardiac chest pain pathway

Discharge

Further investigations:
D dimer, CTPA (see PTE pathway)

CT aortic angiography,
GI investigations

Yes

Is NEWS2
score <5?

Consider CXR if neccessary

AbnormalECG

Abnormal

Normal

CXR

Yes

No

Are further
investigations
necessary?

Refer to pathway
for relevant diagnosis

Consider ACS e.g.
NSTEMI further

assessment required

Consider:
• pneumothorax
• pneumonia
• pulmonary embolism
• aortic dissection

Yes

https://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/CG95
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/NG185


 
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
      
    
  


