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Self-presentation at
ED

Primary care
presentation

PERC score = 0

0-4

5-6

≥ 7

NEWS2
Score

Primary
Care Triage

 including NEWS2
and PERC

score

SDEC via
own transport or
Cat 4 ambulance

AMU via
Cat 2 ambulance

ED resus via
Cat 1 ambulance

AMU via
Cat 3 ambulance

Secondary 
Care Triage

including NEWS2 
score

Observations within 15 minutes of arrival
PTP assessment (e.g. Wells score), ECG, CXR

D-dimer
elevated

Measure D-
dimer

Yes to all No to any

Organise
imaging based on

decision tree

Moderate or
High PTP Low PTPAssessment

Consider
alternative
diagnosis

If V/Q
unavailable

V/Q scan as 1st
line investigation

CTPA scan as 1st line
investigation

RV/LV ratio to be
measured to assess for

right heart strain

D-dimer not
elevated

PE confirmed
on imaging PE not present

or other diagnosis made

Assessment
following
imaging

Treat as
necessary

If in ED
Move to SDEC or AMU

depending on time; clinical
acuity ie NEWS2 score

PESI ≥ 85
OR yes to any
HESTIA criteria

PESI score < 85
OR no to all HESTIA criteria

Assess criteria
for discharge
PESI score or

HESTIA criteria

Calculate
bleeding risk

HASBLED score

Discharge

Requires
admission

Treat modifiable
bleeding risk factors

Calculate
bleeding risk

and Daily PESI
score

Anticoagulate
according to trust

guidelines

Imaging Decision Tree
Questions:
1. Age <55
2. Female
3. No suspicion of pathology other than PE
4. Clear CXR
5. Co-operative (see below)
6. Haemodynamically stable (see below)
Managing issues:
5. If uncooperative:
 - Rule out hypoxia or hypotension as a cause
 - Consider use of sedating agent to enable CTPA
 - Will need ICU input - someone with advanced airway skills
6. Resuscitate cautious bolus fluid, 250ml aliquots to max 500ml*
Arrange beside echo to look for:
 - RV interventricular septum deviation to LV
 - RV hypokinesia and dilation
 - Direct visualisation of the PE or thrombus
* If no BP improvement, contact Critical Care for Noradrenaline.

Admit / Discharge

Consider alternative
diagnosis

Secondary care assessment
Determine area for initial assessment

based on acuity and physiological
observations (NEWS2)

PERC Score >0
OR

Suspect PE Clinically

3 in 1 
parameter

Links:
MDCalc NEWS2 score
MDCalc PERC rule

https://www.mdcalc.com/calc/10083/national-early-warning-score-news-2
https://www.mdcalc.com/calc/347/perc-rule-pulmonary-embolism


 
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
      
    
  


